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Did You Know?…. 
 
• The Mustang first appeared as the Indianapolis 500 Pace Car in 1964 

 
• The 302 cubic inch powerplant gained new muscle in 1969 when Ford engineers unveiled a 

newly designed canted valve “cleveland” cylinder head. 
 
• The Shelby model was dropped from the production line in 1970, however these models 

were actually converted 1969 models. 
 
• A Mustang driven by Bobby Allison won a NASCAR Grand National Race on August 6, 

1971, at Winston – Salem, NC. The race was the first of six experimental races that pitted 
the smaller Mustang – size cars with the traditional NASCAR big block – powered sedans. 
Even though it was a full Winston Cup Race, Allison never received credit for the victory in 
the “official” NASCAR statistics. 

 
• The Boss 351 was only built for the 1971 model year. 

 
• Between 1965 – 1980 the Mustang VIN was an eleven digit number which broke down to 

model year, assembly plant, body code, engine code, and consecutive unit number. 
 
• In 1973 Ford announced it would cease production of the Mustang Convertible. 


